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Chaotic discipline or disciplined chaos? 

DD, I have it!  In other words, I get distracted rather easily by the many tasks at hand that I want 

to do ALL at once: write, read, post, respond, edit, proofread, and the list goes on.  

There are two main things to consider:  

earn how to juggle a great deal of work (organizing, reading, drafting, editing, writing, proofreading, 

not to mention the other things happening in life apart from research: work, family, dog, and so on) 

under the pressure of meeting deadlines and not falling behind peers.    

                                                                               

To get a more accurate picture, replace the baby with this crazy loving amazingly possessive furry child.    
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hoose the writing pattern that best suits me, depending on my lifestyle, preferences, daily schedule, 

and so on.  While well-established researchers write their well-intentioned “How to” guides for 

novice researchers like myself, it is totally up to us whether we follow them mot-à-mot, or simply try 

them out, and adjust them. Why am I saying this? Because, after trying so hard to train myself into 

writing in small chunks, it still did not work, so here I am back to my old habit of writing in big chunks.  

What problems are you encountering? 

s it turns out, the books (e.g., Braine’s Nonnative educators in English language teaching, Kachru’s 

The alchemy of English: The spread, functions, and models of non-native Englishes, Paikeday’s The 

native speaker is dead, Medgyes’s The non-native teacher, and Llurda’s Non-native language teachers: 

Perceptions, challenges, and contributions to the profession) that I was so eager to borrow from the 

library, are nowhere to be found at the Vancouver Public Library! First, I was utterly disappointed, but 

then I realized that I would NOT have had time to read them anyway. Have I mentioned the other five 

books sitting on my desk, which I started reading before this course began, but I haven’t gotten around to 

finish yet? So, realistically, I CANNOT read everything I have planned, which brings us to the next 

challenge, the Literature Review.  

 

 

y experience thus far writing the Literature Review is best conveyed by the following old zen-like 

proverb I came across in Parsons’s (2013)- Engaging in action research:  

If you hold the bird in your hand too tightly, you will kill it; if you hold it too loosely, it will fly 

away. Instead, hold it in a cupped hand, both firmly and gently at the same time. 

it. Review-wise, I am nowhere near the “cupped hand.” I went headfirst into the reviewing process, 

telling myself I would power through until I finished it. However, as I was reading, my notes and 

commentaries kept getting longer and longer. Instead of letting it loose, I kept holding it tight, hence I 

kept on writing. By the end of the day, I had written A LOT on only one article, not to mention that the 

direction of my paper slightly shifted off its axis. After that, I was somewhat anxious to pick up from 

where I had left off, as I was concerned I would end up writing too much again. Eventually, I decided to 

focus on writing other sections of the paper, telling myself that I would get back to it when I was in a 

more research appropriate Lit. Review writing mood. In How to write your journal article in 12 weeks, 
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Introduction 

Abstract 

Belcher (2009) warns us EXACTLY against waiting to write when we are in the mood! In my defense, I 

did not quit working on the paper altogether, rather I shifted gears, so to say. 

o, this is where I stand, I’ve been postponing writing the Lit Review, because I feel like I need to read 

(or at least skim through) each article twice, and summarize MORE instead of letting myself carried 

away in the creative process (which, as good as it may sound, is not producing literature REVIEW 

material, rather more musing kind of material). The subjective writer in me tends to take over the 

aspiring objective and concise researcher, which IS a real challenge I have to deal with, otherwise I will 

end up with too many pages and too little content appropriate for the Literature Review. Note to Self: 

Ask the other group members how they go (or went) about writing their Lit. Reviews.  

On the bright side, this has led me to embrace the other parts of my research paper, which brings us to 

the glass is half full. 

Things I have completed 

 

I have completed a first draft of the Abstract. It needs more working, but at least I have something to 

work with. I will need to revise it after I receive feedback form my peers, after I write the Literature 

Review, and at least once more when the paper is completed, in order to make sure it accurately 

summarizes the main points discussed throughout the paper.  

 

I wrote a first draft of the Introduction, and I have recently added a few more ideas and paragraphs, 

together with a pie chart that I created (it took me some time, but I am happy with my first ever pie 

chart!). Note to Self: Ask the instructor if tables, graphs, and charts of this kind are allowed in the 

Introduction.  

 

Fig. 1. Teachers in Ontario 
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Methodology 

omething which I need to consider is the studio group members’ feedback, so there will be more 

changes as I keep revising the Introduction. Having read other sample introductions, I noticed that 

some articles become very specific in terms of quoting A LOT of previously written articles on the topic 

they discuss, whereas some others are more in line with my style. Note to Self: Ask the instructor 

about this.  

 

I am half-way through writing the Methodology section of my paper, which I am enjoying way more 

than I thought I would. I hope that the six limit pages will not be a problem. 

How is your project progressing? 

n her YouTube Lit. Review tutorial, Candace Chaefer (2014) recommends writing many drafts, which I 

have actually been doing. One thing I am sure of is that I won’t like it when I have to cut and/or delete 

whole paragraphs in order to write within the page limit, which is 8! Note to Self: Ask the studio 

members for tips on how to be more concise and cut down the number of pages.  What should I do 

with those unwatned paragraphs? Maybe I should save them in a separate folder and read them later on, 

new emerging themes may come to life.  

nitially, I thought I would have a hard time writing the Methodology section, because I knew I would 

have to adapt my writing style to go hand in hand with an objective down to earth (rather than head 

in the clouds) style that a researcher is supposed to use when stating facts, such as data collection, 

instruments, and procedures. As it turns out, I have enjoyed it a great deal. A LOT of my research 

enthusiasm stems from my instructor’s positive 

reinforcement. I have never thought that conducting 

research CAN be (apart from the HARD work) this much 

FUN. To a North American student/teacher, this may 

sound like a futile truism, but to a Romanian born native 

who did not grow up associating studying with fun, this 

is a big deal. To my mind, this explains one of the 

differences in attitudes with regards to studying/teaching 

between native and non-native English speaking ESL 

teachers. 
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ne thing that I did NOT expect at the eleventh hour was an email from a former co-worker at my 

previous school in Vancouver, asking if it was not too late to join my research project. I jumped at 

the idea (now I realize I should have checked with my instructor first), and I met with Maryam for a 

thirty-minute interview (her option) in a (bit too noisy) coffee shop (her 

choice). Maryam was hired in 2012, whereas I left the school (relocating 

to Toronto) the following year, not to mention that we worked at 

different campuses (which are quite far away from each other). We may 

have occasionally made small talk at teachers’ get-togethers and PD 

days, but other than that, I don’t know much about her. We did a bit of 

catching up, off the record she told me about her struggle keeping up with 

the school’s new policies and courses (at that moment I offered to share some of the material I have, 

which she accepted more than gladly), and I answered a couple of questions she had about my research 

project. I could tell that she wanted to help me AND at the same time she had things she needed to get 

off her chest. Then we recorded the first part of the interview! YAY! Keeping in mind something that 

Jocelyn mentioned, which really stood out for me (she felt she had too many questions, and not enough 

time to address them all), I decided to work backwards. So, I started with the questions from the second 

half of the interview. To me, this makes sense, since I am focusing more on NNES ESL teachers; I have 

somewhat distanced myself from the language and identity issues per se; I am more interested in 

learning about real people rather than abstract concepts.  

 haven’t finished transcribing any of the interviews. I feel this is a less stressful (although time 

consuming) task, and I wanted to make sure I broke the ice and completed some of the bi-weekly 

writing requirements recommended by the instructor. On the other hand, while I was writing the first 

draft of the Methodology, I realized that I needed information from the interviews. I created a table, 

filled it out with data about the first participant, but it is incomplete, as the answers I need are to be 

asked on the second interview with Maryam. 

aryam asked a pertinent question: How involved can the participants be? Note to Self: Ask the 

instructor about this.  She showed great interest in my project, and I assured her that I would 

keep her in the loop. She even offered to run a PD workshop at her school touching on the issues of my 

project! I want to finish transcribing our first interview, email it Maryam, and then schedule the 

second interview, hopefully some time this week.  
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ast but not least, since it is my Birthday today (please don’t be spooked, when my mom had me 30 

plus something years ago in Communist Romania, there was no such thing as Halloween, just a nice 

and quiet late fall day), there are plans to be had and friends to meet, which is all fun and great, BUT, 

instead, could I just use this time to work on my assignments? People around me find it hard to believe 

that this is addictive! Luckily, my husband and dog get me, so… I’m good. 

Happy Halloween-ing! 
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