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omeone once said that writing is thinking on paper.  My entries to my research journal 

are random thoughts that I jot down in an attempt to come back to later, revise, and 

organize.  Writing is messy, I am not the type of writer who can write smoothly and get to 

the point in one fell swoop.  I think as I write and I write as I think, it’s like a yo-yo of 

ideas that go back and forth.  Writing as an internal dialogue, which explains the informal 

narrative style of my journal, aka my partner in crime. 

 

 

 

anguage and identity have a je ne sais quoi that has fascinated me for quite a while 

now.  The literature and fiction (e.g., Zadie Smith’s White Teeth, Amy Tan’s Joy Luck 

Club, Taiye Selasi’s Ghana Must Go, Francesca Marciano’s The Other Language, to name a 

few) I have read, together with TED talks (e.g., Taiye Selasi’s Don’t ask where I’m from, ask 

where I’m a local, Jamila Lyiscott’s Three Ways to Speak English) and movies (e.g., Lost in 

Translation) I have watched, all seem to be scattered pieces of the same puzzle.  The 

different ways a person behaves in a familiar as opposed to an unfamiliar context is 

influenced, to a great extent, by their self-image.  This applies to the ESL learner and 

teacher, too.  Are these different types of behaviour connected, are they like the parts of 

the elephant from Buddha’s story (in which each of the six blind men encounters only one 

part of the elephant, the trunk, a tusk, an ear, a foot, the belly, and the tail, so each of 

them has a different idea of what an elephant looks like)?  Put together, all the parts make 
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an elephant.  We are like the elephant in the story, we are all parts together rather than 

separate. 

aving previously taken a course about Language and Identity during the first year of 

my Master’s program, I wanted to learn more about this topic.  The more I read, 

there more questions I had.  What goes into shaping the image we have of ourselves? Why is 

it that some ESL learners do well, whereas others don’t?  Is this related to the way they 

perceive themselves?  How could knowing about the processes that a language learner goes 

through help the instructor better assist them?  How can I, as an instructor, put to good 

use all the knowledge I have acquired?  The Language Buddy Project I did during the 

Winter semester of 2015 was a great opportunity for me to learn more about one student 

in particular.  It revealed new aspects of her identity that I was previously unaware of.  It 

broadened my horizons with regard to what goes inside a student’s mind, as well as all the 

struggles and victories that may go unnoticed to the untrained eye.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

ll these questions prompted me to reflect on my own experiences as both a language 

learner and an instructor, hence, new questions were formulated.  Would knowing 

about other non-native ESL teachers’ experiences answer all or any of the questions I have?  

Could my research contribute toward a change of attitude and mentality?  I would like to 

think so.  In the meantime, I look forward to seeing where this new endeavour takes me.   

Based on my own readings and reflections, triangulated with the participants’ experiences 

and viewpoints, I want to connect the dots and formulate an informed opinion about what 

it means to be a non-native ESL teacher in Canada.   

H 

A 

Research 

Questions 

 

How do the participants behave when interacting with 

native English speakers as opposed to non-natives?  

 

How do the participants feel when answering the 

question Where are you from?  

 

What are the differences and similarities between the 

participants’ L1 and L2? 
What does it mean to be non-native English as a Second 

Language teacher in Canada?  

 
What are the differences between teaching ESL in Canada and 

abroad?  

To what extent can non-native ESL teachers impact the nature of 

Canadian school practices 
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• Time to get the ball rolling         

elcher (2009) advises beginner researchers like myself to think 

positive about embarking on a research journey; one exercise she suggests 

is to choose a positive message about writing.  So here goes mine.  

                                                                                  

 

 

 

• What have you completed?.................................................................................     

 have gathered what I think represents, at this point, most of the articles and books that 

I am going to read and reference in my Literature Review.  They fall into two main 

categories, namely Language and Identity, and Non-native ESL Teachers.  One criteria in 

deciding which article/book I prioritize is how many times it has been cited.  

s I am skimming through the literature, I am jotting down ideas that pertain to what 

stands out to me, whether it is something I agree or I disagree with.  Some of the 

articles I have read so far relate, more or less, to my research topic; whereas some others, 

despite their promising title and abstract, are out of my research interest.  When that 

happens, I still finish reading the article, in the hope that I might come across something 

even remotely relevant to my research questions.  Maybe this is one area which needs 

improvement, I need to learn how to save time and only focus on the literature that is 

essential.  Note to Self: Be More Critical.  

• How is your project progressing? 

s far as data collection goes, I gathered A LOT of material, and tried to read it all 

before starting the Lit Review.  In turn, this has slowed down the progression of my 

project.  Because I did not take notes while I was reading, now it feels like I have to start 

all over again.  Note to Self: Read and Write, not Read and then Write.  
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nce I gathered all the articles, I organized them chronologically, then I used Google 

Scholar to see how many times each of these articles has been cited.  According to 

Candace Schafaer (2011), it’s really important to go with the big names, but how can I 

know which ones these are if I’m just a novice researcher? This is where Google Scholar 

comes into play.  In turn, this has changed the order of the articles I am reading, from the 

most to the least cited.  However, I am not going to leave out the articles which were not 

heavily cited, because they may bring a fresh perspective.  As I’m reading, I’m highlighting 

relevant quotes, then I’m writing them in My Lit Review Organize Table, and I am jotting 

down my own ideas in response to the quotes.  They are random thoughts in reaction to 

what I read; they’re there for me to go back and check whenever I need to. To make things 

easier, I have made a different table, which has two columns, Quotes and My Comments, 

where I copy paste the quotes and then write down my own ideas. This could be considered 

my rough draft; it is going to come in handy when I put together the Literature Review. 

This is where I’ve got so far in terms of data collection. There’s still tons to read, honestly, I 

don’t think I’ll be able to read everything I got. Articles are quick to read, but books take 

longer, which is a pity, because they are really interesting and they are more in-depth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O 

Data 

Collection 

Interview Strategies 

• Listen more, talk less 

• Follow up on what participant says 

• Don’t ask leading questions 

• Ask for specific details 

• Don’t agree/ disagree with the responses 

 

Make it a Positive Experience 

• Make a plan for writing 

• Set up goals & deadlines 

• Ask for help if needed 

• Work step by step  

• Keep moving on 
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his week I watched the youtube videos that Dr. Lambert recommended, all the three of 

them offered different suggestions in terms of organizing the materials and how to 

proceed with the Literature Review.  Inspired by White’s (2014) tutorial, I created my own 

Literature Review Organize Table (see below).  

# Year Type Citation Cited Topic 

  NON-NATIVE ESL TEACHERS   

1 1992 article Phillipson, R. (1992). ELT: the native speaker's 

burden?. ELT journal, 46(1), 12-18. 

252 N 

2 1994 article Reves, T., & Medgyes, P. (1994). The non-native English 

speaking EFL/ESL teacher's self-image: An international 

survey. System, 22(3), 353-367. 

249 NN ESL Teacher 

3 1996 book Thiessen, D., Bascia, N., & Goodson, I. (Eds.). 

(1996). Making a difference about difference: The lives 

and careers of racial minority immigrant teachers. 

University of Toronto PressHigher education. 

45 Female NN ESL Teachers 

4 1997 article Amin, N. (1997). Race and the identity of the nonnative 

ESL teacher. TESOL quarterly, 31(3), 580-583. 

270 Identity NN ESL Teacher 

5 1997 article Norton, B., & Tang, C. (1997). The identity of the 

nonnative ESL teacher on the power and status of 

nonnative ESL teachers. Tesol Quarterly, 31(3), 577-580. 

267 Identity NN ESL Teacher 

6 1999 article Cook, V. (1999). Going beyond the native speaker in 

language teaching. TESOL quarterly, 33(2), 185-209. 

1357 N. vs. NN  

7 2000 article Árva, V., & Medgyes, P. (2000). Native and non-native 

teachers in the classroom. System, 28(3), 355-372. 

370 NN Teacher 

8 2001 article Amin, N. (2001). Nativism, the native speaker construct, 

and minority immigrant women teachers of English as a 

second language. CATESOL Journal, 13(1), 89-107. 

81 N Speakers + 

Female NN ESL Teachers 

9 2001 article Medgyes, P. (2001). When the teacher is a non-native 

speaker. Teaching English as a second or foreign 

language, 3, 429-442. 

246 NN ESL Teacher 

10 2003 article Pavlenko, A. (2003). " I Never Knew I Was a Bilingual": 

Reimagining Teacher Identities in TESOL. Journal of 

Language, Identity, and education, 2(4), 251-268. 

342 Identity NN ESL Teacher 

11 2004 article Llurda, E. (2004). Non‐native‐speaker teachers and 

English as an International Language. International 

Journal of Applied Linguistics, 14(3), 314-323. 

217 NN Teacher 

12 2005 article Brain, G. (2005). A history of research on non-native 

speaker English teachers. In Non-native language 

teachers (pp. 13-23). Springer US. 

81 NN ESL Teacher 

T 
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-critical 

appraisal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

‘m reading Wendy Belcher’s (2009) “Writing your Journal Article in 12 Weeks,” and 

“Engaging in action research” (by Parsons, J., Hewson, K., Adrian, L. & Day, N., 2013), 

two of the additional books that Dr. Lambert recommended.  They have both provided 

useful insights in terms of deciding on a work plan that actually works for me, reading 

about the do’s and don’ts of a Literature Review, and so on.  I have Creswell’s and 

Hendricks books in electronic format, which is not my favorite, so I have decided to take 

advantage of the additional readings suggested each week by the instructor. I am still at 

the reading stage, hopefully I’ll manage to go through everything. My office room is wall 

papered with what makes for a Lit Review Crime Scene. 
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Literature 

Review 
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Synthesize  

Evaluate 

what I 

read 

Features Good 

Literature Review 

-info seeking 
-organized 

presentation 

LITERATURE 
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Questions to ask: Review Literature 

• What are the crucial issues? 

• How do past findings relate to my topic? 

• How does my opinion differ? 

• What has been neglected? 

 

When Reviewing 

• describe 

• summarize 

• compare & contrast 

• critically evaluate 

• analyze 

• organize 

 

 

LANGUAGE 

 

LANGUAGE & 

IDENTITY 

NON-NATIVE ESL 

TEACHERS 

Cooper & Fishman (1977) 
Gas (1979) 

Krashen (1983) 
Larsen- Freeman (1991) 

Widdowson (1994) 
Cisero & Royer (1995) 

Morand (2000) 
Boroditsky (2001) 

Canagarajah (2006) 
Deutscher (2010) 
Fridland (2015) 

 

 

Gumperz (1982) 
Ochs (1993) 

Peirce (1995) 
Noels (1996) 

Norton (1997) 
Bauman (2000) 
Norton (2000) 

Gubbins & Holt (2002) 
Blot (2003) 

Bucholtz (2004) 
Ricento (2005) 

Riley (2007) 
Cervatiuc (2009) 
Edwards (2009) 

Noels (2009) 
Sade (2009) 

Norton (2010) 
Greene (2011) 

Norton & Toohey (2011) 
Norton (2012) 
De Fina (2013) 
Estman (2014) 

 

 

 

Phillipson (1992) 
Reves & Medgyes (1994) 

Thiessen, Bascia, & 
Goodson (1996) 

Amin (1997) 
Norton & Tang (1997) 

Cook (1999) 
Arva & Medgyes (2000) 

Amin (2001) 
Medgyes (2001) 
Pavlenko (2003) 

Llurda (2004) 
Brain (2005) 

Notes Paragraphs 

• Offer critical commentary 

• Don’t list off what you like 

• Mould the work to your research needs 

• List review findings logically 

• Mix up your verbs 

 

Verbs to Use 

observes, challenges, 

states, believes, agrees, 

explains, reiterates, echoes, 

concurs, finds, suggests, 

proposes 
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• What problems are you encountering?  

he biggest challenge I have dealt with so far has been the participants. Initially, three 

people agreed to be part of the research project.  One has already signed the Consent 

Form and has answered the Survey questions, which she has submitted to me.  Thank God 

there are dedicated amazing teachers like my participant#1!  The next step is to book an 

interview date; we’re thinking about this Thursday, October 13 (lucky thirteen!) .  As it 

turns out, another participant, who was willing to share her experiences and help with the 

project, had to be excluded from the research as she does not meet the requirements.  She 

has taught her first language to native speakers in Canada, which is at the opposite pole of 

what I need for my project (i.e., non-native teachers who have taught English to non-

native speakers).  Unfortunately, the third participant decided to withdraw from the 

project, which leaves only one participant.  I have checked with my instructor to see what 

can be done at this point. 

 have contacted former co-workers, reached out to the TESL Ontario administrator (I 

am a TESL Ontario member although I am currently living in Vancouver, BC), and I have 

posted a participant request on ESL Facebook pages.  So far, I have not received any 

response, but I am still hoping.  Dr. Lambert suggested trying the snowballing method, so I 

am going to ask the teacher who agreed to participate whether she knows other non-

native ESL teachers who might be interested. I’m also going to ask the students from my 

cohort if they would like to take part in my project, or if they could recommend other 

non-native ESL teachers.  I am not giving up yet on the participant approach.  I hope that, 

eventually, two people will, eventually, say YES!  In the meantime, keep my fingers crossed 

and keep working on my Lit. Review.  

r. Lambert has been extremely supportive every step of the way, promptly responding 

to my emails, always coming to the rescue whenever I’ve felt lost and discouraged, 

and offering solutions to problems I thought to be insurmountable.  Knowing that I’m not 

alone in this contributes a great deal to my motivation to do my best, and it reassures me 

that my work is worthwhile.  This quote really stood out for me, “nothing will contribute 

to the quality of your work more than your sense of its worth and your commitment to 

it.” (Booth, Colomb, and Williams, 1995, 36, cited by Belcher, 2009, p. 10).  
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To sum up, this is where I stand (week 5 of my research journey) 

 


